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testily], which, considering that you are at the Horse Guards, has not
a little surprised me.
If you will speak to Sir H. Torrens, he will tell you that I have nothing
to say to any appointment to the Staff of this army of any rank ... I
beg you to apply in the quarter in which you will certainly succeed,
without reference to my wishes, whenever there shall be a command
vacant for you . . ,1
... I command a very small British army, with a very large British
Staff, to which my superiors are making additions every day [he wrote
another applicant], and it must naturally be expected that, having for
several years commanded armies abroad, there must be officers of whose
assistance I am desirous, and which indeed must be necessary to me." 2
The Powers at home, however, were not of this opinion,
and continued to annoy the Commander-in-Chief of the
British armies in the Netherlands, by crowding him out with
officers he did not want.
To tell you the truth [he wrote Lord Bathurst at last in desperation],
I am not very well pleased . . . with the manner in which die Horse
Guards have conducted themselves towards me. It will be admitted
that the army is not a very good one; and, being composed as it is, I
might have expected that the Generals and Staff formed by me in the
last war would have been allowed to come to me again : but instead of
that, I am overloaded with people I have never seen before; and it
appears to be purposely intended to keep those out of my way whom
I wished to have.3
In contrast to these annoyances from home, was the
good feeling existing between Lord Wellington and the
Allies, especially the Prussians, who though not under his
command were prepared to act in concert with him, and
showed every disposition to fall in with his suggestions;
... It is sufficient for us that the Duke of Wellington wishes to see
us further forward [wrote a Prussian General in reply to a request from
the Duke that he would move his army up between Charleroi and Namur],
and the Prussian army will obey his orders with pleasure and confidence,
hoping thus to prove its respect and submission to a General revered
by the whole universe.4
1 Dispatches, Vol. XII, pp. 33$, 340.             2 Ibid. p. 416.
3 Supp. Despatches, VoL X, p. 213.               * Ibid., p. 47.
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